Proposed
Wapda
yrivatisation
opposed

Bureau report

SHAWAR: Activists of the
pda Hydro Electric Central
bour Umion on Tuesday
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ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: Employ-
ees protested against the pro-
posed privatization of Water and
Power Development Authority
(Wapda) and power distribution
companies (Discos) across the
country on Tuesday.

The Islamabad Electric Sup-

iply Company (Iesco) officials

lsa]ﬂng with the engineers and

labour union gathered outside

d . |
iar Tanoli e protesiers | fthe head office and protested

lered otiside
s In favou
LS.
~peaking ou the occasion,
har Taj and others criticised
cgovernment for privatising
- Wapda due to the pressure
1 the international finan-
] institutions.
They said they would foil at
costs the governments
ve to privatise Wapda.
They said the government
wild control the corruption,

employment,  price-hike
{ worsening law  and
{or sttuation mstead of pri-

ising profit-making insutu-
fS.

# ) (ﬂ £28

of thoelr 11H~:

|

K
J
(

B
]

1

i |
&

L
<
el 5
L i
p el o ] "
L] 1 I T 1
1 Y “ " 3 I
.- K [* & [}
! L v 7
[ T B : :_
i & "
d % . L '
i I ¥ i -
4 " |
P L = - .
] . i
" i 1

the | lagainst the privatisation of
tdat House and ctaanted slo- |

Wapda. The labour union said
that the protest was taking place
in the entire Iesco region and all
the employees except the emer-
gency staff were taking part in
the demonstrations.

The protesters demanded of
the government that loadshed-

sding should be ended and power

rates should be decreased.
While in Lahore, employees
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Countrywide protest against proposec
privatisation of Wapda, Discos

Protesters demand govt to end loadshedding, cut power
rates; threaten countrywide power shutdown if decision not taken back

of Wapda and Lahore Electricity
Supply Company (Lesco) staged
a demonstration against pro-
posed privatisation of generation
companies and induction of non-
technical officials in the distribu-
tion company under the aegis of
the Pakistan Wapda Hydro Elec-
tric Central Labour Union.
Thousands of charged
protesters blocked The Mall.
They also demanded merger of
distribution and generation com-
panies under the Wapda manage-
ment. They also asked the fed-
eral government not to appoint
new chief executives in distribu-
tion companies. They vowed that
they would not accept pnivafisa-
tion of power sector companies.
Employees of the Gujranwala
Electric Power Company (Gepco)
city subdivision office also ob-
served a complete strike against
the dissolution of Pakistan Elec-
tric Power Company (Pepco) and
the proposed privabsation ol

jrat,

Wapda The protesting employees
locked their offices, wore black
armbands and took out a rally.

In Mandi Bahauddin, Gepco
employees observed a pen-down
strike and locked their offices
against the proposed privatisa-
tion of Wapda. Employees also
took out a rally against proposed
privatisation of Wapda in Okara.

The protesters observed a
pen-down strike under the aus-
pices of Hydro Electric Central
Labour Union.

In Depalpur, the local Wapda
employees also took out a rally
against the privatisation.

Workers in Faisalabad, Gu-
Hafiz Abad, Narewal,
Sialkot, Mandi Bahauddin,
Shakargarh, Sarae Alamgir and
other Punjab cities closed down
customer service cerntres, leav-
ing the consumers to face hard-
ships. On the other hand, Sukkur
Electric Power Company em-
ployees in Ghotki’s tehsil Dehrk,

Sindh, halted their work at tl
company and took to roads, cz
rying red flags and play cards
protest against privatization
power comparnies.

Similar protests were als
held in Sanghar, Jacobaba
Kashmore and other cities
Sindh, with the employees threz
ened countrywide power shi
down if decision was not take
back. In Larkana a large numbx
of employees of Wapda took ot
a rally from powerhouse to Ji
nah Bagh roundabout where the
set the tyres on fire to lodg
protest against privatization
power houses and appointin
outsiders as chief executives 1
distribution companies.

Meanwhile, in different citie
of Balochistan and Khybe
Pakhtunkhawa, Wapda employ
ees carried out rallies a agains
the proposed privatization 0
Wapda and power generatin;
companies.
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PESHAWAR: Employees protesting on Tuesday outside the Pesh ‘ I | | .
srivatisation plaw. — Khurram Porver y awar Electric Supply Company headquarters to oppose the Wapd:

——m



